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EMPLOYMENT HISTORY:

2016-Present
       Transport Planner and Engineer, Preston


                          Graduate
I am currently working as a graduate Transport Planner and Engineer at Lancashire County Council, working within the Planning and Environmental Services sector, I have experience within the following projects: Spatial Policy, Development Management, Research and Intelligence, Masterplan Delivery Groups, Transport Engineering and also Planning Policy. 
I have been heavily involved within the Local Transport Plan and the Highways and Transport Masterplan for Preston City Centre, including the following schemes: shared space analysis, Broughton Bypass (Preston) Design layout / Congestion Relief, numerous corridor works involving public consultations, accessibility and mobility study works, feasibility study meetings, Masterplan highway design project consultations for the University of Central Lancashire, Access fund bid meetings, Lancashire's Key Route Network and Major Route Network studies, Masterplan workshop event with JACOBS (Preston Masterplan), City Transport Plan tender evaluations and also Movement and Place strategy works. 

2015 (2 months)   HEU Composite Designs, Zhuhai (China)


                        Internship
Whilst completing my Work experience within the U.K, I have also gained international experience working in China as an Engineering / Architectural Intern at Heu Composite Designs, this was an exciting opportunity for me to expand upon my existing experience whilst gaining an understanding into the culture and difference in standards/regulations. My tasks were to assist in the development of modular utility accommodation units, consisting of composite panel manufacturing. Also researching into infrastructure transport developments and manufacturing alternatives. The role required strategic management, business planning and sales strategy development, whilst preparing for potential mergers of existing composite businesses within China.
2014-2015
      HSH Architectural Design Services, Manchester                    Architectural Assistant
During my time at HSH Architectural Design Services I completed 72 client projects, which varied from small scale domestic projects to large scale multi-use projects. This included housing, commercial and community centres. The experience has implemented my understanding of the built environment and also the level of professionalism required to complete a task. I met with structural engineers, architects and meeting representatives to ensure integration and clarity throughout all projects. This involved working on site to conduct: site surveys, inspections and client meetings in addition to independently visiting various sites around the North West of England.
2015 (2 months)   OIKONET, Cottbus (Germany)            

                  Graduate Researcher





I took part in the OIKONET international workshop in Berlin, exploring the complementarity of growth and shrinkage for two urban development patterns exemplified by the cities of Berlin and Cottbus. This involved a lot of report writing, interactions amongst various researchers/professors/stakeholders etc. The fast paced workshop prioritised on analytical and problem solving skills, this involved analysis of possible solutions and or recommendations for the housing crisis. In completion of the workshop I presented my findings with my fellow peers and researchers, this was also a great opportunity for me to communicate and address the complex ideas and issues to a non-technical panel of public guests. The local urban planning issues discussed also gained political awareness as well as a proposal for urban development. My findings primarily involved the following 10 principles of New Urbanism (through the study of growth and shrinkage in Berlin and Cottbus): walkability, connectivity, mixed-use and diversity, mixed housing, quality architecture and urban design, traditional neighbouring structure, increased density, smart transportation (infrastructure development), sustainability and also quality of life. This then focused towards Transit Oriented Development (TOD), as a resolution for dense communities, to encourage a vibrant and sustainable city, centred around high quality public transport systems. Throughout the workshop I gained a lot of knowledge in urban design, specifically orientated towards the public realm. Some of the themes I explored included: regional nodes containing a mixture of uses for high density, high quality development within a 10 minute radius (walking) of Cottbus train station, collection support transit systems such as tramways and busses, and also design proposals to include the use of bikes, scooters, rollerblades etc. as a function of daily transportation. My final TOD design proposal was presented in front of Cottbus BTU University panel members (Architecture and Planning Department) and also the Berlin Planning and Zoning Commission. 

PREVIOUS EDUCATION
2006-2008
       Clitheroe Royal Grammar School 6th Form

                           A Levels
Design Technology: B, English Language: B, 
Business Studies: C, General Studies: C
2001-2006
       Norden High School & Sports College


                            GCSE’s
11 GCSE’s grade A* – C. 

POSITIONS OF RESPONSIBILITIES
2010-2014
       PLACED Student Ambassador
The role provided me with the opportunity to develop my managerial skills whilst inspiring young people about the built environment and supporting them in making decisions about their future careers, whilst supporting professionalism in delivering effective design workshops.
2008-2010
       Academic Advisor
The task involved giving motivational speeches and guidance to high school pupils who wished to attend Clitheroe Royal Grammar School. 
SKILLS
During my studies at UCLAN I have gained vital research skills, including the ability to conduct effective research, problem solve and critically analyse material. This has provided me with excellent communication and negotiation skills including report writing and the confidence in dealing with clients and work colleagues. My previous work experience and academic knowledge have enabled me to combine these separate skillsets and explore my personal interest, which in turn led to me achieving a Masters with distinction, alongside my design project I also obtained a distinction for my written thesis.
My current studies and experience have helped me to develop the following skills:

· A thorough understanding of issues relating to all the subjects I have studied

· Knowledge of techniques and methods to make IT effective within organisations

· The ability to understand complex texts, ideas and problems

· To present well thought-out arguments clearly and concisely

· Problem-solving and critically analyse abstract material

· Thought of clarity and logic
· To express my ideas with accuracy and precision

· Excellent research and presentation skills.
ADDITIONAL SKILLS
Working knowledge of Arabic, Urdu and Punjabi, and experience with a number of software packages including: MS Office, Auto CAD 2017, Adobe Photoshop CS4, Adobe InDesign, Tech soft 2D Design, LinSig Junction Modeling, with exposure to Revit and BIM.  
PERSONAL CHARACTERISTICS

My current skillset and vast experience have substantially implemented my understanding of the built environment and also broadened my on-going interest in transport and urban planning issues. I have constantly excelled within academia, whilst persistently increasing my practical work experience in addition to attending extra curricular meetings and activities. This has evidently improved my level of professionalism and also increased my confidence. I am a hardworking, dedicated and determined individual, striving to do my best at all times. I am understanding and perceptive to other people's needs and feelings but I am also assertive when expressing my ideas. I have high levels of motivation and energy and can handle pressure and deadlines effectively. I have the tenacity to achieve results and aim for excellence. Importantly, I maintain a good sense of humour and a positive outlook on life at all times. I am an adaptable person, always interested in learning and developing further, challenging the way I think wherever possible.
The link to my Architectural Design Portfolio can be viewed on: http://aliahmed204-blog.tumblr.com
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