New
tricks
Elaine and David Smith’s
newly built sandstone
house in Brampton combines contemporary style
and traditionalcomfort.
Words: Jane Loughran
Photography: Jenny Woolgar
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or David and Elaine Smith, buying a
brand new home was a no-brainer. In
2011, the couple were the first people
to move into the Story development at
Edmondson Close in Brampton, paying £264,000
for a four-bedroom spacious home with the
fitments of their choice.
They moved from Carlisle’s Parkland Village
(where they were living in another Story house) to
make life easier for 53-year-old Elaine who was
then working as an administrator at Kirby Moor
School in Brampton.
The advantages of buying new for
David and Elaine were fairly obvious. Their house
met the latest building and energy efficiency
standards; there was no onward chain, blind
bidding and
perhaps, best of all, no redecorating.
“It was fantastic being able to move in without
any worries. We were able to walk through the
door and simply put the kettle on and switch on
the television,’’ says graphic designer David who
is the Creative Production Manager with
Cumbria County Council.
One common criticism of new built homes is

Elaine and David Smith
with Flopsy the cat in their
kitchen at Edmonson
Close, Brampton
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‘We really were not
seeking somewhere
brand new but as soon as
we saw this house we fell
in love with it’
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Warm oak dominates the
kitchen-diner, which has
Karndean flooring

Quirky accessories
add interest to the
living room
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Above: an African
mask hangs in the hall;
the marble and pine
fireplace in the living
room; left: a tartan seat
brings a splash of
colour to the neutral
kitchen; below: the
living room is more
spacious than is usual
for a new build

that they are too uniform, too lacking in
individuality.
David and Elaine like the fact that the
Story homes in their development all look
different from the outside – roof shapes
and slates, brickwork, doors and
windows are not uniform. The entrance
to their front door has a distinctive
wooden well-lit canopy and there is
paving right round the house leading to
the large patio in the back garden.

▼

B

ut how do you turn a modern
house into a home of interior
character? Our pictures show
that Elaine proved to have the
knack of creating a comfortable, stylish
home from an almost blank canvas. “A
contemporary, minimalist style appeals
to us and our walls are painted in neutral
colours but I use cushions and soft
furnishing to bring in splashes of colour,’’
she says.
The living area – surprisingly spacious
for a newly built home – boasts a living
flame gas fire set in pine surround with
marble inset. Elaine chose an oak
surround to match the oak furniture she
already owned.
The floor-to-ceiling French doors are
framed by grey, brown and metallic black
curtains which Elaine sourced in Finesse
in Carlisle. Three-tier brass ceiling lights
add a sophisticated touch. Splashes of
red to offset the magnolia walls include a
red vase in the fireplace and a red and
grey swivel chair bought from the former
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Top: a cute fox in the living room at;
above and below: neutral tones in
the traditional wooden stairway

Chapmans shop in Carlisle.
The couple love pictures which cover
their walls. Pride of place in the sitting
room are pictures by Judy Boyes and
Tony Lees, both Cumbrian artists.
The downstairs rooms are all entered
from the spacious entrance hall. A
downstairs loo has Kohler fittings and
pearlised tiles which were chosen by
Elaine before she moved in.
The kitchen-diner is a light airy room
with two large bay windows. In this room,
Elaine chose Karndean stone flooring. All
the appliances – including the double
AEG oven – came with the house.
The wood-effect kitchen tops tone
with the oak table and chairs which the
couple bought from Debenhams. A
statement steel kitchen clock was found
at Dickinsons of Hexham before the
company opened in Carlisle.
A utility room off the kitchen houses
all the usual mundane household
equipment.

Country cottage meets Continental in the kitchen; below: David’s
study, complete with rock poster
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our bedrooms upstairs were
unnecessary for the couple,
whose four children have all flown
the nest.
David, who works from home occa-
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The master bedroom, which has
plenty of storage thanks to the
made-to-measure wardrobe, is full of
stylish touches including a funky
ceiling light; the en-suite is white
with touches of aqua and turquoise
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‘A contemporary,
minimalist style
appeals to us both’
sionally, converted one of the bedrooms
into a study where he also keeps his
music, tapes and books. It is also the
room where he retreats, ear phones
plugged in, to play his music – he has
three guitars and is a real rock fan.
The master bedroom overlooks the
garden which is completely secluded
due to a high red sandstone wall, fence
and garage walls.
A large made-to-measure wardrobe
was ordered from Vasey’s in Carlisle.
The bedding is black and white cotton
with fluffy white pillows and cushions.
An en-suite bathroom has Kohler
white fittings and white cushion flooring
while the family bathroom has a Karndean marble floor, a large power shower
and a hand-held shower attachment over
the bath. An oil painting of the island of
Tiree was bought on Loch Fyne.
Both spare bedrooms are well-sized
with fitted wardrobe and oak furnishings.
A large lighted loft could be converted
into more living space which David and
Elaine do not feel the need for.
The couple are blissfully happy with
their choice of home. “We looked at all
sorts of houses; we really were not
seeking somewhere brand new but as
soon as we saw this house we fell in love
with it and we are still delighted with our
choice,’’ says David. CL

Light streams into
the kitchen-diner

The sandstone
house looks older
than its years
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